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Proteet Qur Children from Obscenity!!!
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There are over 30,000 pornographic Internet web sites.
12-17 year old adelescents are ameng the larger consumers of Porn (125, Commission on Pomnersph)

Transporting ohscenity on the Intecnet is 2 Federal erime, (Fumizhable by fine 2rd ot mors han 3 years i1 asen for e
offense ard o fine aod up b 10 y2nzs in prisor for the second effsnee, Plos a basic fee ofup to $250,05, 15 USC [452)

In 1998, Congress tried to protect children from abscenity with the “Child Opline Protection Acr” The: legislati
attempied to protect our chiklren by requiring adult identification before adm g5i0n [0 & sitg. The court hag blocked t
since some adults may not have appropriats identification and tight be denied ecceas. Qe children are stil in dangze

If we cannot protect cur children fror the obsCenity on websites, the only solutian is 0 protect them when tt
use the [aterner. In 1298, the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations subcommittee adopted 2n amendment which wol
protect our children frgm obscenity on the Internet. This provision was supported by every member of the subcommit
Lttt Democrat and Rapublican. The coll eall vote was UNAIMOLUS,

Thiz legislation rsquires 2 school or library whick receives Federal Junds for the purchase of comptiters
conpuer-reialed equipmeny (modems, LANS, ete), to install an Inpermet obzcenity/child pornosraphy filier on
cerplter fs which minors have gocess,

Becanse the filters are not vet perfzct, and mighe inadvertenily bleck non-obscene websites, the provision allor
accegs 1o other sites with the 2ssistance of an adult. The filter can be tumed off with a password, for ¢xamele, for that o
gession; the filters eoutinely furn bagk on awomatically after that user exits the Internet. The Blter softwars iz TECuiT
oy for compaters 1o which mingrs have ACGe$S, 30, for example, it would not restrict a teacher’s computar fo the
persunal office, or any computer in 2 sirietl-adult section ofa tbrary,

If the Altering software is not installed, the school of library invalved wounld have funds withheld for farth
payments towaed computers and computer-related sarvices, yntil they comply with the law,

State agencies, who have oversisht of the 2nprapriated funds, are cesponsible for approving software 1o comp
with this legislation, Thereis no autherity tor the Department of Educatian o dictate this selection. The Department
Education only has anthority io determine the accepted software parkages usable by Indian Tribes and Department
Defonss schools and fibractes. Thisis designed 1o assure local conteal, and to Boestar Sompettion in the softasars marke

Tee Supreme Court has determined that ubscenity i not constitutionally-proteted spesch, This legislation w
nat curtail anyone’s constitutionally-protected specch,

[ pou have questions call Dr. Bill Duncan at 5-2132, :
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Support the Child Protection Act of 1999



